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Bible Study ~ April 25 – May 16, 2017 
The Practice of Extravagant Generosity 

“People who give generously to the church do so because they genuinely desire to make a positive difference 
for the purposes of Christ and because they want to align their lives with higher purposes. They give because 
they love God, love the church, and desire to grow in love of neighbor.”  -Robert Schnase, The Five Practices 
of Fruitful Congregations  

I. Psalm 24: 1-2 (KJV)  

A. God owns   everything. 
B. He has a perfect right to govern and dispose    of everything as He sees fit.  

C. He has placed the management of the world   in our care.  
II. 2 Corinthians 8: 1-5 (NLT)  

A. The first step in Extravagant Generosity is giving ourselves to God.  
B. This is what God wants. 

III. There is a difference between stewardship and generosity.  
A. Stewardship sounds more legalistic than generosity.  

B. The opposite of generosity is selfishness, self-centeredness         and greed.  
C. Generosity extends beyond the use of money i.e. generous spirits 

IV. What is Extravagant Generosity?  
A. Extravagant Generosity does not depend on favorable circumstances. (v.2) 

B. Extravagant Generosity is the response of a willing hert. (v.3) 
C. Extravagant Generosity is a demonstration  of our love, concern   and  

character  development as a disciple of Christ. (v.4) 
D. Extravagant Generosity is an easy response when we give ourselves to God . (v.5)  

 
 

 



V. What does it look like? 
A. Extravagant Generosity is displayed by those who have received power  and are willing to  

share  the Gospel message, both by their preaching and sacrifices. (Acts 1:8) 
B. Extravagant Generosity is displayed by those who receive special gifts and are willing to use their 

gifts and graces to advance the kingdom of God. (1 Peter 4:7-11)  
C. Extravagant Generosity is displayed by those who have received increase from the Lord’s hand 

and are willing to honor the Lord with their substance. (Proverbs 3:9) 
D. Extravagant Generosity is displayed by those who have given their heart to Christ, and their 

treasures to God   and His cause; those who can expect a bountiful harvest from the Lord. 
(Proverbs 3: 8, 10)  

1. A harvest of good health (v.8) 
2. A harvest of abundance    increase. (v.10)	  

 
E. Extravagant Generosity is displayed by those who do works of charity, and other  

good works    , done with thoughtfulness and design to give God’s best        .  
(2 Corinthians 9:6-9)  

VI. Extravagant Generosity includes Almsgiving 
A. Motive is key. Matthew 6: 1-4  

B. Almsgiving is a fruit of the Spirit. Galatians 5:22,23  
C. Extravagant Generosity claims God’s promised special blessings for giving to the  

poor. (Proverbs 19:17) 
D. Extravagant Generosity reflects the position of the believer’s heart. (Matt. 6:20) 

E. Extravagant Generosity entrusts their treasures to God for safe  keeping  . (Matt. 6:21) 
F. Extravagant Generosity chooses to do good at whatever time or place, and in whatever manner 

they can, especially to those in the family of faith. (Galatians 6:10) 
G. Extravagant Generosity is the true test of our Godly love. (1 John 3:16-17) 

H. Extravagant Generosity includes Biblical Tithing. Genesis 14:7-20; 28:20-22, Malachi 3:7-12  
VII. Extravagant Generosity includes paying tithes to God. 

A. Biblical tithing preceded the Mosaic Law. (Genesis 17-20) 
B. Abraham, the father of the faithful is the first known tither in the Bible. (Genesis 14:17-20) Jacob, 

Abraham’s grandson was a tither. (Genesis 28:20-22)  
C. Biblical tithing was a part  of the Mosaic  Law. 

1. The tithe was holy unto the Lord. (Lev. 27:30) 
2. Failure to tithe was a serious matter to God. (Mal. 3:7-9) 

3. Faithfulness to biblical tithing will result in God’s blessing. (Mal. 3:7-12)  
VIII. Extravagant Generosity includes giving Freewill Offerings 

A. Do not give to get  attention. Amos 4:5 
B. Pay attention to the s   in your h       . Exodus 35:10-29, 2 Corinthians 9:7 



IX.   Those who practice extravagant generosity must also:  

A. Make sure that they t  c  of their f  . (1Timothy 5:8 
B. Make sure that they s , i   w  , and prepare for r   . 

(Matt. 25:14-30)  
C. Make sure that they do not w   G     r   . (Proverbs 18:9; 21:20) 

D. Make sure that they adopt g      as a part of their p          p  .  
(Proverbs 11:24, 25)  

 
“John Wesley and the early Methodists practiced generosity as a necessary and indispensable aspect of 
discipleship, essential for the maturing of the soul and for the work of the church. Wesley taught Methodists to 
‘gain all you can, save all you can, and give all you can’”.  
 
Adapted from a teaching by the Rev. Dr. Otis McMillan, Secretary of the Department of Church Growth and 
Development of the AME Zion Church 

Resource:  The Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations by Bishop Robert Schnase  

 
 


